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1 Purpose/Objective   

This document provides guidance to clinical staff involved in assessing and treating alcohol-

dependent patients aged >16 in hospital to: 

• promote and increase compliance with alcohol misuse screening by acute clinical staff 

using the AUDIT-C screening tool 

• prevent inappropriate hospital admissions for alcohol ‘detox’ as outlined in NICE CG100, 

whilst ensuring that those who are not admitted are offered advice and referral to 

appropriate community agencies and / or the hospital Substance Misuse Practitioner 

• improve management of alcohol withdrawal in patients admitted to hospital and reduce the 

complications associated with inadequate management of alcohol withdrawal 

• prevent and treat Wernicke’s encephalopathy and prevent Korsakoff’s psychosis 

• enhance the knowledge of acute clinical staff in the management of and response to severe 

alcohol withdrawal, delirium tremens and associated complications  

 

2 Audience 

This document applies to all clinical staff at Warwick hospital involved with assessing and 

treating patients aged >16 with alcohol-dependence and acute withdrawal.  

 

3 See Pages 2-7 for content of SOP 

 

4 Incident Reporting 

In the event of an incident relating to Alcohol: Screening for Dependence and 

Management of Acute Withdrawal (Adults) it will be reported via the Incident Reporting 

system (Datix) as described in the Incident Management Policy including the Management of 

Serious Incidents (SWH 00020) and the Being Open and the Duty of Candour (SWH 00356).  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

https://www.swft.nhs.uk/departments-staff-groups.aspx
https://warwickacutemedicine.co.uk/downloads/alcohol.pdf
https://warwickacutemedicine.co.uk/downloads/alcohol.pdf
https://warwickacutemedicine.co.uk/downloads/alcohol.pdf
http://documents.swft.nhs.uk/TrustDocuments/Documents/Substance%20Misuse%20Internal%20Referral%20Form.pdf
mailto:samantha.adaway@swft.nhs.uk?subject=Substance%20Misuse%20Referral
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